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Curious Squid
For Orchestra



Curious Squid

Instrumentation:
3 Flutes 3 Trombones
3 Oboes 1 Tuba
3 Clarinets in B-flat 2 Percussionists
3 Bassoons Harp
4 Horns Piano (doubling Celesta)
3 Trumpets Strings

Duration is approximately 9 minutes
Performance Notes

The title comes from creatures in Terry Pratchett’s book Jingo published by
Harper in 1998. This quote introduces the strange creatures at the beginning of

the story:
It was a moonless night, which was good for the purposes of Solid Jackson. He
fished for Curious Squid, so called because, as well as being squid, they were
curious. That is to say, their curiosity was the curious thing about them. Shortly
after they got curious about the lantern that Solid had hung over the stern of his
boat, they started to become curious about the way in which various of their
number suddenly vanished skyward with a splash. Some of them became
curious — very briefly curious — about the sharp barbed thing that was coming
very quickly toward them.

This notation in the strings indicates an abrupt end to the B e s
note as soon as the harmonic sounds. The actual harmonic éé - Lé&:
sound is not the point as much as the sound of the transition r =
from the fundamental to the artificial harmonic. mf == f mf—f

10x14” sized orchestral parts and an 11”x17” conductor’s score are available from
the composer.

Curious Squid for Orchestra is registered with ASCAP.
© 2007 - Jason V. Barabba
www .jasonbarabba.com

barabba@mindspring.com
(323) 668-0662
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