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Song Cycle, for Baritone, Guitar and String Quartet

by Jason V. Barabba
Text by Ursula K. Le Guin



Texts from SIXTY ODD: NEW POEMS by Ursula K. LeGuin.

(c) 1999 by Ursula K.LeGuin. Reprinted by arrangement with
Shambhala Publications, Inc., Boston, www.shambhala.com
Duration — Approximately 19 Minutes

Bird at Dawn, February
“To you people it's just grass.

In the deep ogive of the dawn to me it's money.”

freshness, to hold still In autumn it goes up in smoke,
and so be given this first voice a fitting sacrifice.

so far, so early in the dark

that will be spring, that will The nations of the salmon

again and still be all return upriver to the festival
tendril, freshet, frond unfolding, song of the nations of the desert,

again and still again and still leap, and become money in midair.

There is no festival.
Repulse Monkey

The god debates fate
How | seek and seek through fear While with his hands he feeds his mouth
a balance where | will be whole, and eats the fingers one by one.
yet in scattered months of years
hide the fragments of my soul. 5. Infinitive
How I fear and fear to find We make too much history.
which is the year, the month, the week, With or without us
so that each movement of my mind there will be the silence
turns me away from what | seek, and the rocks and the far shining.
that balance point, that backward chance, But what we need to be
the avoided center of the dance. is, oh, the small talk of swallows

in evening over
Malheur Maar dull water under willows.
A hole in black ground. To be we need to know the river
Steep cliff walls round. holds the salmon and the ocean
Aring of tall green reeds holds the whales as lightly
under the walls around the water. as the body holds the soul
Some small people sit here and there silently in the present tense, in the present tense.
on the cliffs among rabbitbrush and sagebrush.
Some small people silently 6. Acorn Woodpecker
climb up my pants leg.
In the round water When I've been dead a hundred years
are the reeds and the walls down in the dust, adobe in my ears,
and some of the people if | hear that laugh and purr
and the wind moving my soul will put on a red clown head
and the silence. and crazy wings and fly with her.
FIELD BURNING DEBATED. 7. Late Dusk

SALMON FATE DISCUSSED.
The sky is rose quartz amethyst

We are the desert god. over dark hill dark trees dark roof.
His left hand plucks from the burning Say dark so long it has no meaning.
what his right hand burns. Say | would be farther west.

The farmer in the photo holds a stalk of Say | am not far enough

fescue; Say the light is beautiful, failing.



| cannot thank Ursula K. Le Guin enough for allowing me to use her poems. They are a composer’s dream.

Say | Am Not Far Enough is registered with ASCAP.
© 2003 - Jason V. Barabba
www.jasonbarabba.com
barabba@mindspring.com
(323) 668-0662
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1. Bird at Dawn, February
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2. Repulse Monkey
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Ad Libitum Section 1 (:15)

The conductor will indicate
the beginning of the next

===

98; B Wait approx 6 secs. Speak slowly and with conviction. section.
(Spoken) S "To you people, it's just grass."
0
ol -
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